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Start of School  
 
For many it’s hard to believe that in a few weeks, perhaps as 
you’re reading this, it’s only a few days, and school will be starting 
again.  The start of the school year always gave me mixed 
emotions. 
 
When I was younger, I was usually 

excited with the start of school.  Back in the 1960’s, for most 
families, including mine, the start of school meant new clothes; new 
jeans, shirts, shoes, etc.  The school supply list wasn’t as extensive as 
it is now.  But for me, the best reason to be excited about the start 
of school is that in Topeka, where I grew up, the start of school 
coincided with the beginning of the Mid-American State Fair.  
I remember going to the fairgrounds with my new clothes to experience the rides, animals and 
exhibits.  It was a great time. 
 
I also remember some anxious school year beginnings.  Like the first fall that I left the comforts of 
elementary school and began Junior High.  What made it unnerving was the fact that we had 
lockers to keep our stuff and had to go to different rooms for our classes.  The school was 
“campus style” with four different buildings and a main building for administration and a few 
classrooms.  In addition, to get to school I had to walk 1.5 miles often carrying homework.  
Remember, back in the late 1960’s, no one used backpacks to carry books to and from school. 
 
And then came the adjustment to high school.  It was a bigger school, much bigger.  It was three 
stories and covered the full length of two city blocks.  By now, I was getting used to the different 
teacher concept, even learning that what you hear about certain teachers may or may not be true.  
What I learned over the years was that although some friends perceived the teacher as difficult, 
didn’t necessarily mean that it would be the same for me.  
 

So many young people and youth will be starting school soon.  Emotions 
will be high and will span the range from excitement to anxiety.  Keep 
these families – parents, children and youth – in your prayers. 
 
In addition, pray for the staff of the school.  Being a teacher now is vastly 
different than when many current “seasoned” teachers began teaching.  
Many staff members are also both excited and anxious as they begin to 
see and interact with their new students. 

http://www.hopelutheranfl.org/
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I encourage you to support the Bradenton area families and education professional by 
participating in both of our Schools Filled with Hope projects.  Donate whatever school supplies 
you are able, but also pick up a school folder and then begin a ministry of prayer for those 
associated with that school, not just for the start of school, but for the entire year. 
 

Blessings to all those involved with the start of school. 
Blessings to all those supporting with prayer, the staff, students  

and families of the different schools in Manatee County. 
 
 

Schools Filled with Hope - SUPPLIES 
 
School begins Thursday, August 10.  (FYI – Staff 
report on Friday, August 4.) Throughout 
Manatee County, many children will be starting 
school with little or no school supplies.   
 

MISSION 
To share the love of Jesus by  

donating school supplies  
to schools in Manatee County 

 for children in need. 
 
Below is a list of items needed: 
 

 Composition notebooks (wide ruled) 

 Expo dry erase markers 
 2 pocket plastic folders 
 Jumbo pencils 
 # 2 pencils 
 Crayons – 24 pack 
 Pencil boxes 
 Kleenex 

 

Purchased/donated items may be left in the 
tubs located in our narthex/lobby. Supplies will 
be disbursed the week of August 13. 
 
Thank you for your participation in this LOVE 
project.  

 

School Filled with Hope - PRAYER 
 
Prayer continues to be a powerful tool to 
encourage, uplift and support others. 
 
This year we are adopting all 50 schools in the 
Manatee School System in order to be prayer 
warriors for the staff, the students and the 
parents. 

 32 elementary schools 
 10 middle schools 
 6 high schools 
 2 alternative schools 

 

Although the prayer guide we are handing out 
is designed to be used by parents for their own 
children, by changing a few words as you pray 
these prayers – you can pray for all teachers, 
staff and students in the school you select. 
 

Process:  
1.  Choose a school folder 
2.  On the Master List, put your name beside 

the school you selected. 
3.  Become familiar with their mission 
4.  Begin praying 7 days before school starts 

which would be August 3. 
5.  Take a note card and send it to the school 

indicating you prayed for them at the start 
of school year.  

6.  As you continue in your prayers 
throughout the year, drop a card to let 
them know you are still praying for them. 
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Director of Christian Education (DCE) Intern  
Caleb Haack 

 
As the Director of Christian Education Intern here at Hope for the 

next year, I will simultaneously be a learner and a leader. This is my “on-
the job training” experience before I become a DCE in full. A DCE is a 
synodically certified, called and commissioned lifespan educator 
prepared for team ministry in a congregational setting. That being said, 
DCEs may specialize in one area of congregational education, or use 
their training in other ways such as in the mission field, as camp 
directors, or other ministry positions. One of my personal goals for 
this year is to learn more about my gifts and talents and areas of 

interest so that I can identify how I may be most effective in my future ministry. 
 

 I have also set some broad goals for the beginning of my ministry here at Hope with the 
help of Pastor Mathews. These goals are: to lay a solid foundation for future growth in the areas of 
education, youth, and family ministry, and to engage in outreach to the neighborhood/community. 
This will include evaluating the programs currently in place, starting new ones, and working closely 
with the members and leaders of this congregation to help Hope move toward its full ministry 
potential. It is my challenge to this congregation to take the initiative to be as involved as possible 
in the ministries of Hope and be willing to follow the lead of the Holy Spirit as we take this journey 
together. 
 
Piano Update  
Prior to the departure of Charlie Harnish as our Music Director to undertake 
new endeavors in the Ashville, NC area, Charlie offered to sell his grand piano 
located in our sanctuary/worship center for $15,000.00.  
 
As of July 23, 2017 a total of $8,256.00 has been donated towards this purchase.  We want to thank 
all those who have made a gift towards the purchase of the piano, but we still have a ways to go.  
If you have not made a gift towards this purchase, please consider doing so. 
 
 

Save the Date - Joint Reformation Celebration 
The LCMS churches of the Sarasota Circuit will be 
holding a joint Reformation celebration on Sunday, 
October 29th.  Keep your eyes open for important 
information regarding the time and location which will 
be announced in the near future. 
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Upcoming Sermon Series  
 
OVERWHELMED - It happens so often in life.  Oftentimes it happens 
way too often.  It’s caused by various factors, and it often produces many 
different results, feelings and emotions.  But one thing is for sure, our 
God does not want us to be overwhelmed.  He wants us to be free and 
focused.  Free from worry, fear, insecurity and shame.  And when we are 
free, we can focus on the task He has set before us – to be actively engaged 
with Him in order to share His love – to free others so they too can experience His 
peace, joy and hope. 
 
 August 6 Fear 
 August 13 Insecurity 
 August 20 Shame 
  
A new sermon series will begin August 27.  It is a 4 part 
series titled – Word 
 August 27  Enlightening 
 September 3  Twisted 
 September 10 Rooted 
 September 17 Pointing 
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In my sermon on July 16th I was focusing on teachability as a sign of and/or part of wisdom.  I made 
reference to this Bible passage from Proverbs 12:1 which says: 
 

Whoever loves training loves knowledge, but whoever hates correction is stupid. 
 
I also reminded those listening that week-end, that the definition of stupid is doing the same thing 
over and over again and expecting the same results.   
 
If we want different results, we need to do different things.  And that is the challenge.  Because in 
order to do different things we need to change.  We can’t accept a challenge, we can’t fulfill a 
challenge, and we can’t complete a challenge unless we change.   
 
I even pointed out in the message that you can’t spell challenge with 
the word change. 
 
So why are we so reluctant to change?  Because we are comfortable.  
It has been pointed out by numerous authors and experts in change that change will not happen 
until the pain of not changing becomes greater than the pain of changing. 
 
Are we at that point?  When will we reach that point?  Despite what many consider our best 
efforts, our attendance is still diminishing.   
 
Here is a comparison of our yearly attendance and giving compared to when I first began in 2011 
and what it was at the end of last year.   
 

 SAT  SUN EARLY SUN LATE TOTALS OFFERING 

2011 62 68 157 287 425,596 
2016 40 73 67 180 349,076 

Change -35% +7% -57% -37% -19% 
 

NOTE: 
In 2012 there was a dramatic shift in attendance between Sunday early and Sunday late as 
that was the year the contemporary worship service was introduced at the 10:30 time 
slot.  See the following: 

 
 SAT  SUN EARLY SUN LATE TOTALS 

2011 62 68 157 287 
2012 56 162 71 289 

 

Thoughts to Consider 
- Pastor Mathews 
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For me, the more telling numbers are those for the middle trimester of May, June, July and 
August.  It is during these four months that I believe gives us a picture of who we really are as a 
congregation, because it is just us, and not influenced by the snow birds or vacationers we have in 
the first part and the last part of the year. 
 

 SAT  SUN  EARLY SUN  LATE TOTALS OFFERING 

2011 49 0 121 170 121,302 
2016 28 39 52 120 102,639 
Change -43%  -57% -30% -16% 

 
 NOTE: 

There is a 0 for Sunday Early in 2011 because prior to the introduction of our 
contemporary service at the 10:30 time slot, all three services were traditional.  The 8:00 
service was in place to serve as a “relief valve” for the large attendance experienced 
during the peak seasonal time of winter.  The 8:00 service was in effect from 
October/November though the end of April/May.  In 2012, the average yearly attendance 
was: 

    
SAT SUN  EARLY SUN  LATE TOTALS 
56 162 71 289 

 
NOTE: 

      As of July 15, is this the average attendance and giving for the 2017 summer trimester: 
 

SAT SUN  EARLY SUN  LATE TOTALS 
29 38 53 121 

  
As you can tell, we are holding our own compared to last year’s attendance.  To compare 
how our offering is doing, as of July 15, the offering received during the months of May, 
June, and the first two weeks of July is $ 65,364.  During this same time frame in 2016 our 
total offering was $ 61,486.  This is about a 6% increase compared to last year. 

 
In summary, there is no magic bullet, no program, curriculum or training 
that will do the work for us.  WE must do the work together.  The 
challenge is to use all of the spiritual gifts, natural abilities and financial 
resources with which God has blessed us, to work together to build God’s 
kingdom.  God’s plan of salvation has always been to use the imperfect, the fallen, the weak in 
order to bring about His plan of salvation and then share the results of His completed plan – 
forgiveness and salvation – with the entire world.  
 

Romans 8:28  (NIV) 
And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him,  

who have been called according to his purpose. 
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And look who God used: 
 Abraham and Sarah were close to 100 when they had their first child 
 Moses was 80 when God called him to lead His people from slavery to freedom 
 Joseph was abused by his brothers and came from a highly dysfunctional family 
 Rahab was a prostitute as well as a foreigner 
 Matthew was considered an outcast and traitor by his own people, the Jews 
 The woman at the well was considered a serial polygamist 
 Paul could be considered a religious “nerd” 

 
God used them and God will use YOU as well.  And it’s as easy as talking with the stranger in your 
neighborhood or the stranger at church.  
 
Take the time to stop and NOT to smell the roses, but to TALK with a willingness to be the hands 
and feet of Jesus. 
 
 
  
  

 
 
Thank you to everyone who bought gift cards from our Scrip program 
as a way to welcome our DCE Intern – Caleb Haack.  The value of the 

cards for a variety of merchants, including grocers, gas, restaurants and retail were over $900.00.  
Because of your generous involvement Hope Lutheran realized a profit of approximately $85 
which allowed us to purchase another 60” round table for use in our Fellowship Hall. 
 
Fellowship Hall Tables - 4 more 60” round tables have been purchased for the Fellowship 
Hall.  Three tables were purchased with proceeds from the Hope Scrip program.  One table was 
purchased through the generosity of the Hope Ruth Guild.  Thank you Ladies!! 
 
 

     Life Groups – CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Northeast Bradenton 
Lead Contact:  Paul Nolting – 941-951-8160 or pnolting@aol.com  
 

Northwest Bradenton 
Lead Contact:  Ralph McInnis 941-713-1567 or kingfish5473@gmail.com  
 

Southwest Bradenton 
Lead Contact:  Bob Bellittera 941-720-5695 or paverbob@aol.com  
 

Southeast Bradenton 
Lead Contact:  Jeff Richards – 941-812-2287 or jsr2648@msn.com 

mailto:pnolting@aol.com
mailto:kingfish5473@gmail.com
mailto:paverbob@aol.com
mailto:jsr2648@msn.com
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May God bestow His goodness and 
blessings on you both at all times!  

Happy Wedding Anniversary! 

 
 
 

 
     
  
 
August Birthdays 
 

 

                                                        August Wedding Anniversaries 
 
  Tom  Robin Bemowski      August 4 

Chris  Debbie Snow      August 10 
 
 
  

Maureen Baldwin 8/2 
Wendy Uphoff 8/4 
Lois Rockwell 8/6 
Saundra Conrad 8/6 
Maddi Crouthamel 8/7 
Joyce Reinke 8/8 
Phyllis Dengel 8/12 
Robert Oliver 8/12 
Fred Stalbaum 8/13 
Shay Kumm 8/13 
Grace Kruse 8/14 
David Morgan IV 8/16 
Ardene Bowron 8/21 
Judy Reid 8/23 
Berny Hartenstein 8/25 
Marilyn Zielesch 8/25 
Sherry Bellittera 8/25 
Steve Rennhack 8/25 
Blanche Weixelbaum 8/29 
Evie Stieler 8/29 
Margaret Frascino 8/30 
Mel Worth 8/30 

If we’ve missed your birthday or anniversary, it’s only because we DON’T 
have that information in our data base, please call the office @ 941-755-3256 
or email office@hopelutheranfl.org so that we can include your special day. 

 

mailto:office@hopelutheranfl.org
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Stewardship Devotion   -  The Steward’s Journey 
 

Scripture reading: 
 

“And He died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for 
Him Who for their sake died and was raised”   (2 Corinthians 5:15) 
 
As stewards, we are on a lifetime journey of faith.  We move forward as our relationship with and 
our dependence on Christ grow.  God calls each of us to be faithful in our living, serving, witnessing, 
and giving throughout our journey.  The steps we take are sometimes large, sometimes small, and 
sometimes even backward. 
 
To quote Ron Vallet, “Stewards are not simply born. We are created and molded as stewards by the 
Holy Spirit in a lifelong process that includes conversion to the shape of life we see in Jesus Christ 
and many experiences of losing and finding our way in the Lord.” 
 
The Holy Spirit shapes, molds, and transforms us during this lifetime journey into stewards who 
faithfully live for Christ.  Because of God’s goodness and grace we live our lives in thanksgiving and 
gratitude.  We are no longer our own. “[We] have been crucified with Christ.  It is no longer [we] who 
live, but Christ Who lives in [us].  And the life [we] now live in the flesh [we]live by faith in the Son of 
God, Who loved [us] and gave Himself for [us]” (Galatians 2:20).  Martin Luther said it this way: “If 
anyone would rap at the door of my heart and ask, ‘Who lives here?’ I would answer ‘Martin Luther 
once lived here.  But Martin Luther has moved out, and Jesus Christ has moved in.’”  
 
As God’s people and stewards, we are called and equipped by the Holy Spirit to live for Christ.  We 
are to seek God’s will and purpose for our lives.  The stewardship life is a life dedicated to God 
through faith in Christ Jesus. 
 
Prayer:  You are a great and gracious God.  Thank you for entrusting us with so much.  Grant us faith 
to be wise stewards of all You give to us.  Thank You for calling us to be Your stewards.  In Jesus’ 
name we pray.  Amen. 
 
 

Blessings on your journey as a steward! 
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Fred & Jackie Badger 
Beverly Bennett 

Don Bowron 
Jim Burnett 

Roxanne Butler 
Kris Carrier 

Joe DeFrank 
Audrey Delieul 
James Dobson 
Krenne Drow 

R.D. Flannigan 
Chelsea Fowler 

Susan Freedman 
Connie Gershock 

Gia Haldiman 
Bernie Hartenstein 

Joann Heindorf 
Bill Saunders 

Dawn Saunders 
Roger Johnson 

Betsy Kern 
Miriam Kessler 
Jerry Koerther 
Alfred Koser 
John Logan 

Jean Morack 
Mouzavires Family 
Cameron Murphy 

Mike Obois 
Portwood Family 

Margaret Prah 
Sue Schwier 
Tina Slocum 

Barbara Snow 
George Stahl 

Rachel Stephens 
Carl Stieler 

Judith Spates 
Griffin Storme 
Richard UItto 
Joey Walden 

Shannon West 
  

Our Homebound 
 

Margery Abraham 
Loretta Chacey 
Lillian Chadwick 

Ida Davis 
Caron DeKarske 
Steve DeKarske 

Dorothy Hoekwater 
Mavis Ponto 

Matilda Rorant 
Shirley Sallee 

Mardell Schoenbeck 
Blanche Weixelbaum 

Grace Wildermuth 

Missionaries / Military 
 

Matthew J. Green 
Nathan J. Green 
Amanda Henkel 

Rusty Howe 
Kirk Hornburg 
Ryan Schifflet 

If you are hospitalized and wish to receive a visit by 
our Pastoral Care Team, please call the church office.  
Also, if you would like to be listed for prayer support 

call or email the church office at (941) 755-3256 
office@hopelutheranfl.org. Thank You!  

Father you are the physician, you know the needs of each 
of your children, you are the comforter and your love for 
us knows no bounds.  We ask for your arms to encircle 
your children, and your touch to be upon those who are 
undergoing these struggles.   We humbly ask that they be 
restored to good health and comfort given during this 
time that they may know they are not alone. 
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Welcome Dorothy “Dottie” Feldman to our Music Ministry here at Hope! 
 
Dottie will join our team as a part-time organist and pianist.  She has played for several services 
on Saturday, and will begin to play for both our 5pm and our 8am services starting on August 
5th.    Here is a little background on Dottie:   
 

 Raised on a farm in Central Pennsylvania 
 Studied piano and violin since she was 8 
 Graduate of West Chester State Teachers College with a BS in Music Education 
 Taught for 35 years in the public school system (Retired in 1999) 
 Organist and Choir Director in various churches in PA, NJ and Florida 
 Mother of two sons and grandmother of four, with one more on the way! 
 Currently teaches private lessons in piano, violin and flute 

 

And she says:  “I am thrilled to back at the organ after a nine year sabbatical!!” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

REMINDER:  We continue to collect aluminum can tabs 
here at Hope.  Feel free to leave your collection in the 
lobby area of the church or drop it by the church office.   

Thank you!   
Proceeds are small – but they add up! 

A Scrip Gift Card order will be placed on August 7th, 
order blanks are in the lobby / narthex area.  Call Cindy 
in the office (941) 755-3256 if you have questions or 
need any assistance.  Thank you for your support! 
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Hope Lutheran Church 
4635 26th St. W. - Bradenton FL   34207 
www.hopelutheranfl.org 
 

Worship:  
Saturday  5:00 pm 
Sunday     8:00 am 
                   10:30 am 
  

Bible Studies: 
Sunday          9:15 am 
Monday        9:30 am 
Tuesday        7:00 pm 
  

Our Staff:   
Craig Mathews - Senior Pastor 
Rob Hinz -Visitation Pastor 
Jon Oosterling - Praise Team 
Caleb Haack – DCE, Intern 
Cindy Stewart - Administrative 
Don Kiner – Maintenance 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

Almighty God, you are powerful.  
You possess all authority over heaven 
and earth. This world can be a scary 
place. Even our schools don’t seem 

safe from those who do evil.  
God, protect our schools.  
Put your shield over them  

and in frightening moments,  
blanket everyone within their walls 

with Your PEACE.  
Replace fear with the power of Your 

LOVE. Protect the students from those 
who might hurt them. Protect 

teachers, family and friends and 
coworkers, and prompt them to look 
to You for PEACE in times of trouble. 

 
Thank you for being the God who 

loves us enough to protect our souls 
for all eternity through your Son, 
Jesus. In His glorious name, Amen. 

 
 

 
 

 

  

Manatee County School’s start classes  
on Thursday - August 10th 

http://www.hopelutheranfl.org/

	Romans 8:28  (NIV)

